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The Characteristics of Digital Fashion Products for Healing
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Abstract

‘Healing’ is one of the biggest topics in modern society. The huge interest in healing is leading to development
of products for healing. This phenomenon, applied to digital technology, is increasing various expectations for healing.
In this study, wearable or body-mounted products developed using digital technology for healing physical, mental,
and social issues of human beings are called digital fashion products and their characteristics were analyzed. The
aim of this study is to investigate the characteristics of digital fashion products for healing. For this study, the types
of healing were classified into physiological healing, psychological healing, and social healing, based on the concept
of healing. On the basis of healing design elements extracted from the previous studies, relevant cases were analyzed.
The cases were collected from the products, which were developed after 2012 when commercialization of digital
fashion products began in earnest, with the advancement in digital technology and the utilization aspects of healing
design elements were investigated. The case analysis findings showed that the methods of using healing design
elements differed depending on the types of healing, digital fashion products for healing revealed healing design
elements using the traits to implement healing, based on digital technology, and the characteristics of fashion products
adhering to the body served as suitable environments for healing. Digital fashion products were characterized by
individuality, participation induction, interconnectivity, sensitivity, emotionality, and experientiality and these are
healing properties of digital fashion products. In conclusion, it is anticipated that research on healing designs and
development of related digital products would be more active, with more attention in the future to promote
physiological, psychological, and social health of modern people in the digital environment.

Key words : healing, types of healing, healing design elements, digital technology, digital fashion products






